Pool Remodeling Terms
BY GARDNER OUTDOOR AND POOL REMODELING

New finishes, new tile, water features, and modern, energy-efficient
equipment are all possibilities with a swimming pool remodel. There are many
decisions to be made with the help of your selected Pool Professional. During
that discussion, you will come across several terms used by the pool industry
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about which you may not be familiar.

We compiled this list of the important terms to know when
remodeling your pool so that you can feel confident when
discussing with a Pool Professional.
Automatic Pool Cover
A heavy pool cover connected electronically or manually, that extends over the
pool, protecting the pool from debris and temperature changes as well as
adding an important safety measure.
Coping
The cap or top lip on the pool or spa wall provides a finished edge around the
pool or spa. It can be formed, cast-in-place or precast. It may also be part of
the system that secures a vinyl liner to the top of the pool wall. There are many
choices ranging from less expensive brick to other much more expensive
materials. Be aware that the smaller the material being used, the more grout
lines you will see around the pool. Also, some materials may require some
maintenance such as an annual sealing to keep them looking good.
Gutter
An overflow trough at the edge of the pool through which floating debris, oil,
and other "lighter-than-water" things flow. Pools with gutters usually do not
have skimmers. You usually only see gutters on commercial pools.
Infinity Pool
An infinity pool creates the illusion of endlessness with a negative edge that
spills over into a trough and recirculates the water back
into the pool.
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Main Drain
A plumbing fitting installed on the suction side of the pump in pools or spa.
Sometimes simply referred to as the drain and it is in the deepest part of
the pool. Pool main drains do not allow the water to drain to waste but
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rather connect to the pump for circulation and filtration.
The Consumer Product Safety Commission strongly recommends split drain
systems as a safety measure to prevent drowning. The principle behind
installing a multiple drain system is to prevent a single drain from
becoming the sole inlet to the suction side of the pump. The installation of
at least one additional drain effectively divides suction between the drains.
New pool designs do not include a main drain at the bottom of the deep
end of the pool. Rather, the preferred design is a split drain located below
the skimmer on the wall for safety and improved water circulation. This can
easily be performed during a remodel.
Permits
Rules regarding permits differ depending on the county and, sometimes,
city. In pool remodeling, most municipalities agree that permits should be
pulled for any plumbing work that is performed underground.
The area that differs the most is regarding a simple replaster of a pool. You
should ask your pool professional what, if any, permits are required for
your job.
Be aware that by pulling permits, you may need to address other
deficiencies such as self-closing back doors to the home, locked gates,
property walls required to be minimum heights, etc..
Pool Shell and Raised Bond Beam
A pool is first built with a gunite or shotcrete shell under high pressure. If
that pool wall shell is built to a higher elevation than just below the deck,
that portion of the pool wall is called a raised bond beam. it is just an
extension of the pool wall.
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Waterline and Trim Tile
Waterline tile is just where it sounds - at the waterline of the perimeter of the
pool. The purpose of waterline tile is not only aesthetics; it keeps the pool finish
underwater where it needs to be and transitions to the bottom of the coping.
Trim tile is tile set on the edges of benches and steps. While this also can be an
artistic addition, it can also serve an important purpose of making the end of
steps more easily visible for safety purposes.
Rebar
Rebar are metal bars that are meant to reinforce the structure of various parts of
your pool such as the pool shell and a shamu shelf, for example. In the pool shell,
the rebar should be sunk 3 inches into the six-inch shell. If the rebar and the wire
ties used to tie the bars together are too near the surface of the pool, they can
cause rust spots to appear on the pool finish. Unfortunately, only those visible
rust spots can be repaired during the pool remodel. There is no method to detect
future potential rust spots and that is why remodeling contractors cannot
warranty against future rust spots.
Retaining wall
A retaining wall protects your backyard from erosion and landslides caused by
hills and inclines. Sometimes a retaining wall is used to add more room for the
pool by cutting into a small hillside, or to allow for perimeter space all the way
around the pool. A retaining wall should always be designed by an engineer and
usually requires a soil inspection.
Skimmer
The skimmer’s job, which is set next to the pool, is to capture all floating debris
from the surface of the pool. That is why pools are supposed to be filled with
water halfway up the skimmer opening so the water is constantly circulating
through the skimmer basket, capturing debris, and then to the pump and filter
and pumped back into the pool.
Suction line
In the plumbing of a pool, the goal is to create proper water circulation for
cleaning the water. The suction line pulls water from the pool back to the pump to
then through the filter and, if it exists, a pool heater and then to return to the pool
utilizing the return line. You can easily identify which is which by running your
pump and putting your hand over the different holes that you see along the side
of your pool. You will feel a slight suction for those lines connected to your suction
line. If you feel a jet of water, then that is water returning to your pool via the
return line.
Zero Edge or Infinity Pool
The edges of a zero-edge pool spill over, creating an illusion of boundlessness.
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