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When remodeling a pool or spa, you should consider all elements, not just the obvious
ones, and arrive at a determination with your pool professional if they require repair,
refurbishing, or replacement. This analysis goes well beyond merely replastering the
surface. It encompasses a variety of aspects of the pool, including basic design, depth,
the relationship of a spa, water features as well as budget.
Here are some elements of a pool or spa that should be considered.

SURFACE
The surface is the part of the pool that is traditionally just below the waterline. In years past it has
generally been white plaster but today there are many beautiful alternatives to white plaster. They include
various colors, textures, designs and finishes.

SURFACE OPTIONS
WHITE PLASTER - The traditional white cement mixed with marble sand, troweled to
a hard finish. For years, the most popular of surface finishes but in recent years white
plaster has given way to more durable and exotic solutions.
100% QUARTZ - The traditional look of white plaster with the exceptional durability
and strength of a 100% Quartz. Superior chemical resistance and hardness compared
to common marble-based pool sand.
HYDRAZZO® - the first polished finish in the industry and set a premium standard in
pool finish innovation. The silky-smooth texture, combined with the proven durability
of exposed aggregates, are two prime features of this state-of-the-art pool finish.
PEBBLE FINA® - The latest innovation in quality pool finishes, Pebble Fina® is a
luxuriously smooth, durable, and affordable pool finish. It is comprised of silica and
other natural materials that reinforce the durability of the finish. European-inspired
colors most containing small sea-shell pieces add a brilliant sparkle to the surface of
any pool.
PEBBLE TEC® - An exposed aggregate finish composed of unique pebbles chosen for
their natural color and smoothness. The pebbles, imported from around the world,
are mixed with special additives to create a finish that allows unlimited design
possibilities.
PEBBLE SHEEN® - A smaller pebbled texture made up of exposed aggregate in a
variety of beautiful colors. Tiny pebbles have been fused together and polished to a
satiny sheen to create an elegant look. Emulates a look of rich granite and provides a
smooth, soft finish.
PEBBLE BRILLIANCE ® - A blend of vibrant glass beads and natural stone aggregate.
The stunning beauty of the glass beads creates pool finishes with an infusion of color
delivering a captivating finish and a uniquely brilliant water color. This distinctive
blend offers long-lasting durability with a lavish texture. Fortified with proprietary
additives providing a uniform composition and vivid color.

TILE
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The tiled portion of the pool is traditionally that area from just below the waterline, up to
the bottom of the coping or the pool deck. Tile is also often used as decorative trim in
other parts of the pool. Tile design, just like décor in the home, can show a pool’s age. As
part of any pool refurbishment, consideration should be given to the condition, style, and
coloration of the tile, as this is the perfect time to make a change. A broad selection of
dazzling colors, patterns, and designs are available to satisfy all styles. Something as
simple as a change in tile can change the entire personality of your pool.

TILE OPTIONS
Porcelain – most common, 100’s of
choices in many styles and colors
Glass – iridescent, expensive,
requires a 21-day curing period.
Stone – confirm stone will hold up
against pool chemicals. Many stonelike looks available in porcelain
Marble – expensive yet a unique look
Granite – also, confirm will hold up
against pool chemicals.

TILE FEATURES
Waterline – protects finish from being out of water where it can crack
Trim – on edges of benches and steps for visibility a bit of bling
Mosaics – From whimsical to Grecian, mosaics are a great opportunity for a real
designer’s touch
Raised Spa Dam Walls – allows for smooth waterfalls and spillways
Anywhere – wherever you want to add a bit of color or texture
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WATERSCAPES
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Each pool can have its own unique personality using waterscapes. They may include spas,
waterfalls, slides, grottos, bridges, shears, infinity edges, and lots more.

COPING
Coping is the edge of the pool and is often an integral part, or extension, of the pool
deck. It works in concert with deck and tile design. A change in tile often dictates a
change in coping. Sometimes the change is necessitated by the presence of broken or
cracked pieces of coping that not only look bad but can also present a hazard. Like tile,
coping materials are available in a broad array of materials, finishes, and colors which
allows the coping to complement the tile and to be easily integrated into the pool deck
design. New coping, along with new tile, gives your pool a professionally finished look.
Be aware that some coping choices, even though available, may not be the best choice
near water. They may require annual sealing, for example. Ask your contractor about
the pros and cons of each material in which you are interested.
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SKIMMERS

pg 6

Skimmers operate when the pool filtering system is functioning. They clean the surface
of the pool and capture leaves and debris in built-in baskets. Leaks in pools often occur
where the tile grout meets the skimmer throat. Often the problem can be remedied
with a repair. If there is evident damage or any doubt, it makes sense to replace the
skimmer, or skimmers, while the pool is being refurbished.

EQUIPMENT
Pool equipment includes such items as filters, heaters, chlorinators, auto-fill devices,
control panels, and various pumps and valves. They serve to manage the water flow,
temperature, and water condition. While it may not be necessary to replace equipment
during a pool remodel, it can be more economical to do so and you will have peace of
mind in knowing that your pool is operating at peak efficiency.
Typically, the newer and greener equipment will pay for itself in less than two years
making it a very cost-efficient investment. If the remodel is being financed with a home
improvement loan, there may be financial and tax advantages to adding the equipment
to the overall project.

Gardner Outdoor and Pool Remodeling
www.gardnerremodel.com

LIGHTING

pg 7

Pool lighting includes a variety of underwater and perimeter lights in the pool, spa, and
landscape. They both improve vision and help create various moods in the pool and
surrounding area. While the pool is “down” during the remodeling process, the
homeowner may consider some changes in pool lighting.
When a pool is being re-plastered, as part of its renovation, special attention must be
paid to the pool light. The light, being submerged for several years undergoes a
transformation when exposed to the air and given time to dry. In 80% to 90% of the
incidents, the gasket, which is the only membrane between the light bulb and the
water, will dry out, crack, and cease to be an effective barrier against leakage. When this
occurs, water will seep into the fixture and cause a short and subsequent power outage
in the light and the GFI fixture through which the light is connected. So, a light that was
functioning perfectly before the pool is drained often ceases to function at all once
dried out. This is a normal occurrence.
Automated color-changing pool lighting and a variety of special effects can transform
any pool into a nighttime magical wonderland. This is also your opportunity to upgrade
to new LED technology. With normal usage, an LED light will pay for itself in less than a
year in energy savings and then just keep on saving!
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pg 8

Decking can be an integral part of any pool installation. It is available in a wide variety of
styles, finishes, and price ranges. From simple, basic concrete to ornate stone,
decorative pavers, brick, marble, granite, colored and patterned cement, or flagstone
according to your taste and budget.

DECKING OVERLAY
Decking overlay can be an affordable way to beautify an existing deck or patio without
tearing it out. An overlay gives a new look faster with less mess and less money. Many
textures and color choices are available.
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MASTIC

Mastic is a silicone-based material that is used to fill an expansion joint between the coping and
the deck of the pool. It absorbs the movement of the ground surface and prevents that
movement from damaging the deck or coping and, in turn, the waterline tile. It also serves to
keep water from flowing under the coping and undermining sections of coping material. You can
tell if this has happened by tapping on the coping with a rod, stick, or even your knuckle. Sounds
hollow? The base has eroded and the coping needs to be reset or replaced.

Often, it is difficult to anticipate what problems lie beneath the surface of
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